diagnostic method for detecting odontogenic sinusitis is the cone-beam
computed tomography.
Conclusions. It is common that odontogenic sinusitis is misdiagnosed
because of its nonspecific progress and using diagnostic methods that do not
completely visualize relation between upper teeth and maxillary sinus. Studies
show that prevalence of the disease is growing; because of that odontogenic
sinusitis should be considered as the differential diagnosis in patients with
recalcitrant unilateral rhinosinusitis, especially, if medical history shows dental
manipulations in the upper jaw (like dental extractions, dental implantation,
sinus lift etc.). Nowadays, cone-beam computed tomography is becoming the
most informative method in diagnosing maxillary sinus pathologies. It has
lower radiation intensity than in CT and should help patients to decrease
unsuccessful treatment, costs and unnecessary antibiotic use.
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Introduction. Glaucoma is a complex, chronic neurodegenerative optic
neuropathy and one of the leading causes of adult visual impairment and
irreversible blindness, affecting over 60 million people worldwide. Primary
open angle glaucoma (POAG) is the most common form of the disease. It is
thought that the crucial risk factor for POAG pathogenesis is an elevated level
of intraocular pressure (IOP) but other coexisting risk factors that plays an
important role are age, race, sex, diabetes mellitus type 2, vascular alteration
and oxidative DNA damage. At the present time, glaucoma is clinically
defined, but the exact etiology is unknown. Genetic studies are one approach
to identify the molecules and pathways involved in disease pathogenesis.
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Aim. The purpose of this study was to determine the association of the
single nucleotide polymorphism (SNP) rs 4656461 near the TMCO1 gene with
POAG in the Latvian population.
Material and Methods. The study included 65 patients with POAG and
43 control persons (with cataract). Genomic DNA was isolated from peripheral
blood leukocytes. A real-time PCR approach was used for the genotyping of
the SNP rs4656461 (TaqMan® SNP Genotyping Assay, Life Technologies).
The real time-PCR reactions were carried out in 10μl volume in accordance to
manufacturer`s protocol.
Results. All samples were successfully genotyped. The observed results
were in accordance to minor allele frequencies for this SNP. The genotype
"A/A" was predominant among cases (78%) as well as among the controls
(84%). The distribution of mutant allele was similar in both study groups.
Conclusions. There were no statistically significant differences between
POAG and cataract patients in terms of the different genotype distribution.
Additional studies in a larger cohort are required to investigate the associations
of different genetic loci with the POAG in Latvian population.
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Introduction. External ear is an important part of the human auditory
system, although it is often thought to have only aesthetic value. Auricle has a
very complex structure that develops from six mesenchymal hillocks during
early phases of the embryogenesis. There is a wide range of shape and size of
human pinna. Most of the variations are considered normal, however, minor
anomalies may prove to be of diagnostic value in specific syndromes.
Unfortunately, physicians usually do not have enough knowledge and
experience to adequately assess auricles.
Aim. To explain detailed evaluation of the external ear and to present
most common minor anomalies of pinna, as well as to raise awareness of
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