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APPROVED
[bookmark: _GoBack]at Rīga Stradiņš University
Meeting of the Council on 22 January 2025
Minutes No. 1-P-1/1/2025

REGULATIONS
On tuition fee discounts
Issued in accordance with 
Section 4, Paragraph 3, Clause 8 
and Section 14.2, Paragraph 3 
of the Law on Higher Education Institutions 

1. General provisions 
1.1. The Regulations on Tuition fee discounts (hereinafter - Regulations) provide the types of tuition fee discounts available for students at Rīga Stradiņš University (hereinafter - University, abbreviated - RSU) and their application. The discounts laid down in the Regulations are financed from the University’s own funds.
1.2. The aim of tuition fee discounts is to materially support the most successful students and to encourage an increase in the number of students, as well as to support students with special achievements in the field of education or sport.
1.3. The following types of tuition fee discounts are defined at the University:
1.3.1. Excellence tuition fee discount;
1.3.2. Employee tuition fee discount;
1.3.3. Family tuition fee discount;
1.3.4. Graduate tuition fee discount;
1.3.5. Tuition fee discount for participation in international RSU promotional activities and in RSU social life and development;
1.3.6. Sports excellence tuition fee discount.
1.4. The amount of tuition fee discount is specified in the Annex to the Regulations, except for the Excellence tuition fee discount determined by a Decree.
1.5. The number of tuition fee discounts to be granted shall be determined by a Decree, except for the number of Employee tuition fee discounts and Family tuition fee discounts, which shall be granted on the basis of a student’s application. Graduate tuition fee discount shall be applied automatically upon conclusion of the study contract.
1.6. [bookmark: _Hlk141652399]Information on tuition fee discounts can be obtained in the Student Services, at a faculty, on the University’s website and on the student portal MyRSU.
2. General conditions for granting tuition fee discounts
2.1. A student may apply for several discounts at the same time but shall only receive one type of tuition fee discount chosen by the student. A student has the right to re-apply for some other type of tuition fee discount in the next semester or academic year, if the discount has not been granted for the entire duration of the studies and has not been lost, or the student has not chosen another type of discount.
2.2. To receive the tuition fee discount, the student shall submit application on MyRSU portal, under the section Submissions and statement requests unless otherwise specified in the Annex to the Regulations for the particular type of discount.
2.3. Tuition fee discounts that take into account the weighted average grades shall consider three decimal places behind the comma. 
2.4. The student shall be responsible for the information provided and for attaching the documents (for example, kinship documents) necessary for the application for the tuition fee discount. If the documents contain personal data, the student may present the documents to the Student Services.
2.5. If a student, who is entitled to receive a tuition fee discount, has already paid the tuition fee for the relevant academic year or part thereof, the University shall return to such student the part of the tuition fee already paid, which corresponds to the specific discount, on the basis of the relevant application thereof within one month from the day of receipt of the application. If a student submits application at the time when the next study period has already started, the relevant overpayment shall be directed to cover the tuition fee for the next study period.
2.6. The tuition fee discount shall be granted to the student by a Decree prepared by the Student Services on the basis of the Decree, the decision by the Faculty Council meeting regarding the assessment of the student (- s), the assessment by RSU Sports Club Commission or the Regulations, but it shall come into effect with the signing of the study contract or amendments to the study contract.
2.7. A student who has been granted a tuition fee discount shall, within 10 (ten) working days after the invitation by the Student Services or by the student’s contacting person sent to the RSU student’s e-mail address, sign an agreement prepared by the Student Services regarding amendments to the study contract (unless otherwise specified in the Annexes to the Regulations), which contains a reference to the Regulations or the Decree granting the discount, otherwise the tuition fee discount shall not be applied and the student shall be obliged to pay the tuition fee in accordance with the provisions of the study contract.
2.8. Tuition fee discount shall not be granted:
2.8.1. if the student has been disciplined and less than one year has passed since the application of the disciplinary sanction;
2.8.2. if the tuition fee is covered in accordance with a contract entered into by the University and a third party, in which the tuition fee is indicated;
2.8.3. to a student who has a tuition fee debt;
2.8.4. to a student or an applicant if he or she has tuition fee debts in other RSU study programmes;
2.8.5. to a student who repeatedly studies one or more study courses (repeats the semester;
2.8.6. for previous semesters of study;
2.8.7. for a student or an applicant in a medical residency.
2.9. For a student who has been granted a tuition fee discount, upon returning from academic leave, such granting of a tuition fee discount is reassessed, the discount previously granted is not maintained.
3. Processing of personal data
3.1. Processing of personal data in the process of granting the tuition fee discount shall take place with the aim to evaluate the conformity of the student with the requirements of the Regulations, to determine the amount of the tuition fee discount and its granting.
3.2. [bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]The legal basis for the processing of personal data is Article 6(1)(a) and (b) of the Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council (EU) 2016/679 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data, and repealing Directive 95/46/EC (General Data Protection Regulation).
3.3. The following personal data are processed during the process of granting the tuition fee discount:
3.3.1. given name, surname, personal identity number, student ID number;
3.3.2. and the following personal data may be processed depending on the type of tuition fee discount:
3.3.2.1. type and justification of the required tuition fee discount;
3.3.2.2. study programme, year, assessment of grades and scientific activity;
3.3.2.3. banking data;
3.3.2.4. information regarding family members and dependants, their given name, surname, year of birth, kinship, name of the school, and personal data of other family members, if such are contained in documents submitted by the student.
3.4. Personal data submitted by the student shall be available to the University staff involved in the process of granting the tuition fee discount. Personal data may be disclosed to investigative and judicial authorities, as well as to institutions supervising and controlling the activities of the University in the amount and in accordance with the procedures specified in legal acts. 
3.5. Personal data submitted by the student has been registered in accordance with the requirements of the internal regulatory acts, thereby ensuring the rights of the data subject on the basis of Articles 15 to 22 of the General Data Protection Regulation.
3.6. Personal data submitted shall be stored in the personal file in accordance with the procedure and terms specified in legal acts. The person’s file shall be stored for 75 (seventy-five) years. Personal data regarding third parties for determining the amount of tuition fee discount and its granting shall be processed and stored for a maximum period of 3 (three) months. Data and documents for which there is no justification for further processing shall not be further processed after the decision has been taken, unless longer storage of such data is determined or authorised by legal acts in the specific case:
3.6.1. this is necessary for the exercise of the University’s rights in relation to claims, complaints or legal requests;
3.6.2. there are reasonable grounds for suspecting unlawful actions leading to an investigation;
3.6.3. personal data is necessary for reviewing of a dispute or complaint.
3.7. The student has the rights of the data subject specified in the University Privacy Policy regarding his or her personal data.
3.8. When applying for a tuition fee discount, the student shall confirm his or her consent to the processing of personal data in the amount and in accordance with the procedure specified in the Regulations.
3.9. If the student submits documents containing information and data regarding third persons (natural persons), the student shall confirm that he or she has informed such persons of the purpose of processing personal data and the third person has given consent to processing personal data.
4. Final provisions
4.1. The activities for the dean or vice-dean of the faculty provided for in the Regulations may be carried out by deans of the departments and by the director of the Latvian Academy of Sports Education (including the co-operation with the relevant Faculty Council or the Department Council, which shall, upon the application by the dean, carry out the activities specified in the Regulations). The activities of the Faculty Council provided for in the Regulations may be carried out by the Council of the Latvian Academy of Sports Education. 
4.2. The discount granted to a student by a Decree until the date of entry into force of the Regulations, shall be maintained for the period for which it is granted in accordance with the rules in force on the date of granting the discount.
4.3. Applying of discounts may be waived or restricted unilaterally by the University, subject to the effective external legal acts. 
4.4. Regulations shall enter into force on 3 February 2025. With the entry into force of the Regulations, the Regulations on tuition fee discounts of Rīga Stradiņš University adopted at the RSU Senate’s meeting on 18 January 2022 (Minutes No. 2-S-1/1/2022) and the Rector’s Decree No 1-PB-2/58/2022 of 31 January 2022 on granting tuition fee discounts to RSU students studying in health care study programmes in English, shall be rendered null and void.
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Annex 1
Regulations on tuition fee discounts

Types of tuition fee discounts and their application to students
	1. Excellence tuition fee discount

	Candidates
	Students of the Faculty of Social Sciences and Latvian Academy of Sports Education who study the programme in Latvian - starting from the first year of studies.
	Students of the study programme “Medicine” and the study programme “Dentistry” who study the programme in English - starting from the third year of studies.

	Amount
	Up to 100% of the tuition fee determined for the student.
	Up to 25% of the tuition fee determined for the student.

	Period for which the discount is granted
	One semester. 

	Conditions and procedure for granting of discount
	The amount and the number of tuition fee discounts for a given academic year (the amount of discounts for the next autumn or spring semester) shall be initiated by the Dean or Vice-dean of the faculty on the basis of the faculty budget, co-ordinated with the Director of the Finance Department and the Faculty Council and approved by the Rector’s Decree. 
Considering the financial resources planned for tuition fee discounts, the faculty shall determine:
· the number of students who may be granted discounts in subdivision by study years;
· the amount of discounts for the aforementioned number of students.
There is no need to file application. The average weighted assessment is taken into account for students (assessment of study courses of the previous semester may not be lower than 8 points). In case of the same assessment, additional assessment shall be carried out of scientific activity, activities for promoting RSU (certificates, diplomas, evidence of scientific activity).

	Decision-making
	For the first year first semester students, the discount shall be granted on the basis of the results of the admission competition. Candidates for the tuition fee discount shall be evaluated by the Student Services and approved by a Decree.
 The candidates for the tuition fees discount of the first year’s second and subsequent semesters shall be evaluated by the Faculty Council, and the Student Services shall prepare a Decree.
	Candidates for the tuition fee discount shall be evaluated by the Faculty Council, and the Student Services shall prepare a Decree.

	Additional conditions
	· In case students have the same weighted average grade assessment, then in applying for a tuition fee discount, prior to the Faculty Council meeting, the relevant candidates are invited to electronically submit to the faculty documents confirming their scientific activity and social activity; 
· In cases where the candidates have the same assessment in all criteria, the discount shall be distributed proportionally to the beneficiaries according to the amount of the particular discount available;
· If no student complies with the specified requirements, the tuition fee discounts shall not be granted in the relevant semester;
· Ungranted tuition fee discounts shall not be transferred to other study programmes or semesters.

	2. 
Employee tuition fee discount

	Candidates
	RSU employees whose continuous length of service at RSU is not less than 6 (six) months, and studies are related to the acquisition of the knowledge and skills necessary for the performance of their work duties.

	Amount
	20 % of the tuition fee determined for the student.

	Period for which the discount is granted
	One academic year.

	Conditions and procedures for granting
	The discount shall be granted from the moment of filing the application for the current academic year.
A justification for the need to acquire respective knowledge and skills shall be indicated in the application. The application shall be accompanied by the agreement of the immediate superior. 

	Decision-making
	The application shall be examined and evaluated by the Student Services and a Decree shall be prepared. Tuition fee discount is granted in accordance with the resolution by Human Resources Department. 

	3. Family tuition fee discount

	Candidates
	Students, who study at the expense of resources of individuals (natural persons), and whose relatives (mother, father, sisters, brothers, half-sisters and half-brothers) are active RSU students.

	Amount
	10 % of the tuition fee determined for the student.

	Period for which the discount is granted
	All study time.

	Conditions and procedures for granting
	The application is due to be submitted in the first two weeks of the semester. Documents certifying kinship must be annexed to the application.

	Decision-making
	The application shall be examined and evaluated by the Student Services and a Decree shall be prepared.

	Additional conditions
	In the case of several relatives concerned, the discount shall not apply to the first of the relatives starting the studies. 

	4. 
Graduate tuition fee discount

	Candidates
	RSU graduates (including also alumni of Riga Medical Institute, Latvian Academy of Medicine, RSU Red Cross College of Medicine) and graduates of Latvian Academy of Sports Education.

	Amount
	10% of the tuition fee determined for the student.

	Period for which the discount is granted
	All study time.

	[bookmark: _Hlk150787805]Conditions and procedures for granting
	In the admission system on www.uznemsana.rsu.lv, the status of the alumni must be notified when the application is completed.
The discount granted shall be taken into account before the conclusion of study contracts when the amount of the tuition fee is calculated. 


	Decision-making
	Candidates for tuition fee discount shall be evaluated by the Student Services.

	Additional conditions
	It is possible to receive the tuition fee discount every time when studies at RSU are selected. 

	5. Tuition fee discount for participation in international RSU promotional events and RSU social life and development

	Candidates
	Students of the study programme “Medicine” and the study programme “Dentistry” who study the programme in English.

	Amount
	5% of the tuition fee determined for the student.

	Period for which the discount is granted
	One semester. 

	Conditions and procedures for granting
	It is mandatory to attach to the application documents certifying the student’s participation in RSU social life and RSU promotional activities - an award-winning place has been acquired in sports and cultural events if participation was within a RSU team, participation in the organisational committee of RSU International Student Conference, participation in any of RSU organisations, an important project has been organised with a significant number of visitors, which has improved and promoted RSU image. The student’s participation in the event indicated in the application must have taken place not earlier than before 6 (six) months.

	Decision-making
	Candidates for the tuition fee discount shall be evaluated by the Faculty Council, co-ordinated with the funds available to the Director of the Finance Department, and the Student Services shall prepare the Rector’s Decree.

	Additional conditions
	The faculty concerned may impose additional or clarifying requirements on candidates.

	6. [bookmark: _Hlk151543804]
Sports Excellence tuition fee discount

	Candidates
	Students and applicants who are representatives of team sports or individual sports.

	Amount
	Up to 100% of the tuition fee determined for the student (applicant).

	Period for which the discount is granted
	All study time.

	Conditions and procedures for granting
	The applicant or a student must file application by 15 August on the student portal MyRSU or in the Student Services, and the Student Services shall transfer it to RSU Sports Club.
The criteria for granting the discount shall be in the following order of priority:
· individual athletes who are members of the Latvian national team;
· students who are training with RSU Sports Club coaches in the relevant sports (does not apply to students and coaches in sports related study programmes implemented by the Latvian Academy of Sports Education);
· representatives of team sports who are candidates or participants in the Latvian national team;
· achievements with distinction in sports include also receiving a number of award-winning places by a particular student – an athlete by promoting RSU in Latvia or in competitions abroad.
RSU students who continue to study successfully at RSU and have already been on the list of this tuition fee discount during the previous period, retain their rights to the tuition fee discount.

	Decision-making
	By 25 August, the Director of the Infrastructure Department shall establish a Candidate Evaluation Commission (Commission), including one representative from RSU Sports Club, one representative from the Academical Affairs Department, one representative from the Finance Department and one representative from the Student Union. The Commission shall examine and review all applications and prepare Minutes of the Meeting of the Commission. The decision to grant tuition fee discounts shall be adopted by the Rector or Vice-Rector for Studies on the basis of the evaluation by the Commission and the Minutes of the Meeting of the Commission, and shall submit to the Student Services, which shall prepare the Rector’s Decree regarding the granting of the discount and amendments to the study contract.

	Additional conditions
	[bookmark: _Hlk158022856]Tuition fee discounts can be granted to a total of 30 (thirty) students or applicants, and this number also includes the students approved in previous academic years who continue and successfully study within RSU tuition fee study programmes. If the Director of the Finance Department confirms the availability of financial resources, the Commission may decide at the meeting of examination of applications to increase the number of persons to whom tuition fee discounts are granted, indicating the justification in the Minutes of the Meeting of the Commission.
Tuition fee discount may be fixed at EUR 3 500 per academic year or EUR 1 750 per semester, but not exceeding the tuition fee.
In case the beneficiary of the tuition fee discount granted in the previous semester loses the conformity with the status of the beneficiary thereof, the Commission, when evaluating the students who have submitted applications, shall propose to grant the tuition fee discount to another student. The Commission shall reassess students every semester.
In case the recipient of the discount is transferred to a study place financed by the State budget, the discount shall not be applied and, conversely, if the student rotates back to the study place at the expense of resources of a natural person, he or she shall be able to claim the discount if he or she corresponds to the conditions for granting the discount. 
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