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Dataset quality checklist for data curators 

Collection Repository  

Dataset name  

Name and surname of the depositor  

Depositor's email  

Datasets DOI  

Date of submission  

Name and surname of the curator  

Date of embargo, if applicable  

 

  YES NO N/A Comments 

Organization Submission is appropriate for the dataverse collection      

The files open correctly and the content is understandable      

Each column has a descriptive heading and only one variable      

Each table is in a separate file     

One file contains only one spreadsheet     

Each cell has only one value and is not blank      

Files and folders are appropriately named and structured      

The dataset does not contain obvious sensitive information – no direct 
identifiers     
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The dataset contains no obvious licensing and intellectual property issues – 
no third-party data, or third-party data sharing is explicitly allowed     

Data is in recommended file formats or documentation/software is available 
for other formats     

Documentation A README file  is attached to the dataset     

The README file is complete and contains contextual information on:  
• the collection and sources of data, 
• processing, 
• data-level metadata, such as variable names, definitions, units of 

measurement. 

    

The support documentation is carefully prepared and complete      

There are no missing files in the dataset relative to what is described in the 
documentation     

Metadata Citation metadata is included and appears complete: title, description, 
subject, author's name and affiliation, dataset contact      

Data-related publication information is listed     

The ID of the related publication (DOI, ISBN, etc.) is specified.     

A researcher ID (ORCiD, ResearcherID, etc.) is provided for each author.     

Time data is specified in the appropriate field (time range or date of creation 
of the data collection)     

Geospatial data are indicated in decimals; place names are complete      

Software The data processing workflow is available in the external software code 
repository; the software field shall indicate its type, if applicable      

Software versions and dependencies are documented      

If the code is included in the dataset, it is executed without errors      
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Copyright / License The Creative Commons license  specified in  the README file corresponds 
to the license selected in the metadata     

If research software is included, or has an appropriate license, such as MIT, 
GNU-GPL     

Sensitive 
data/Intellectual 
property (researcher-
approved)  

The data does not contain any licensing or intellectual property issues      

The data does not contain identifying or sensitive information      

The researcher has attached a sample of the informed consent form, which 
indicates how the data will be deposited in the repository      

The researcher has received approval from the ethics committee to share 
this dataset     

The researcher has granted an open license to the dataset      

 

Added/Deleted/Changed files: (include dates) 

Journal notes: (include dates) 

 


