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Dean M. Harris, J.D., was an Associate Professor in the Department of Health Policy 
and Management, Gillings School of Global Public Health, University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill. He recently retired from UNC on January 1, 2020 after teaching at UNC 
for more than 20 years. At UNC, he taught courses on health law, ethical issues in 
health policy and management, global health, and comparative health systems.  
 
Professor Harris received his Bachelor of Arts degree from Cornell University in 1973, 
and received his Juris Doctor degree with high honors from UNC School of Law in 1981. 
He is a member of the American Health Lawyers Association and the European 
Association of Health Law.  
 
He is the author of Contemporary Issues in Healthcare Law & Ethics (Fourth Edition), 
which was published by Health Administration Press in 2014. (Three previous editions 
of that textbook by Professor Harris were also published by Health Administration 
Press.) In addition, he is the author of Ethics in Health Services and Policy: A Global 
Approach, which was published by Jossey-Bass/John Wiley & Sons, Inc., in 2011. 
 
Professor Harris frequently travels to Europe and Asia to give lectures and seminars at 
universities including KU Leuven (Belgium), University of Groningen (Netherlands), 
Erasmus University (Netherlands), University of Salerno (Italy), University of Tokyo 
(Japan), Tokyo Medical and Dental University (Japan), and Waseda University (Japan). 
In October of 2018, he taught a four-day intensive course on Human Rights and Ethics 
at Management Center Innsbruck (MCI), which is part of the Comprehensive University 
Innsbruck (Austria).   
 
His interests include health law, ethics, human rights, health system reform, and 
capacity building for regulation in public health.  
 
Professor Harris is also a licensed lawyer with many years of experience in health law. 
His work as a lawyer included issues such as government regulation of health care, 
patient care issues, competition law, and fraud and abuse of payment programs. 
 
A partial list of his publications is set forth below. 
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